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INSTITUTIONS 
T H E  " C E N T R E  D E  L E C T U R A "  
IN R E U S  
SINCE 1859, THE YEAR IT WAS FOUNDED, THE AIM OF THE 
"CENTRE DE LECTURA" OF THE CITY OF REUS, THE 
CAPITAL OF THE BAIX CAMP REGION, HAS BEEN "THE 
PROMOTION OF CULTURE IN ALL ITS MANIFESTATIONS". 
M O N T S E R R A T  C O R R E T G E R  P R O F E S S O R  O F  C A T A L A N  L A N G U A G E  A N D  L I T E R A T U R E  
Ir the city of Reus, capital of 
he Baix Camp region, with 1 13,000 inhabitants and an im- 
portant university nucleus shared with 
Tarragona, the Centre de Lectura is an 
essential cultural amenity, as this pri- 
vate company has traditionally fulfilled 
the role of public library and since the 
last century has done the work of a cul- 
tural centre. Today it is the oldest 
sumiving cultural Athenaeum in Cata- 
lonia and projects from its halls a civil- 
ized and humanistic rhythm of life 
which is materialized in certain ancient 
activities that are rooted in the city, 
such as the Exhibition of Roses. Its lan- 
guage, music and art rooms have for 
over a century provided the people of 
Reus with a wide range of artistic and 
intellectual possibilities of proverbial 
prestige. The centre's involvement in 
the society has aroused great interest on 
the part of the local authorities, who are 
looking for a way to combine the func- 
tions of the small libraries which have 
only recently been opened in the city 
with those of the centre, so as to pro- 
vide better services for the region's read- 
ing public and researchers. This aspir- 
ation could be satisfied by a more 
generous gesture on the part of the ad- 
ministration, because, as the president 
of the organisation says, "it is not fair 
that members should have to pay for 
public facilities". 
The Centre de Lectura is defined in its 
present statutes as "a private company 
with a wish to serve the public" which 
aims to "promote culture in al1 its 
manifestations" and bases its activities on 
the motto, "the only way to serve uni- 
versal culture in Catalonia is to serve 
Catalan culture". This has been the or- 
ganisation's uninterrupted task since 
1859, the year of its foundation follow- 
ing the meetings held by some of the 
city's craftsmen with cultural interests 
and a shared, agglutinating love of 
books. The centre was founded a year 
before the Barcelona Athenaeum and 
took place at a time when literary 
and political societies were proliferat- 
ing, the same year that the Jocs Flo- 
r a l ~  de la Llengua Catalana were re- 
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stored, a symbol of Catalonia's rebirth. 
Although the Athenaeum model might 
seem destined to disappear in a society 
which is becoming more and more indi- 
vidualistic and closed, the Centre de 
Lectura opposes this situation with a 
policy of integration and aperture 
which takes its support from the ele- 
ment that has defined its basiifbnction 
from the very start: the library, initially 
built up from members' donations and 
legacies. At present it contains almost 
100,000 volumes, counting those of the 
Santasusagna library, donated by this 
intellectual to the city of Reus. Thanks 
to the annual sum from the A. Pedro1 
Rius grant, the antique collection, 
which contains seventeen incunabula, 
wili be able to complete the job of reor- 
ganisation made necessary by the ef- 
fects of the air raid the building suffered 
in September 1937 and the seizure of 
the company by the "Obra Nacional de 
Educación y Descanso" during the first 
years of General Franco's dictatorship. 
The library is very active, the organisa- 
tion having 3,400 members. In 1991 
23,000 books were consulted on the 
premises and almost 6,000 were bor- 
rowed. In the same year, almost 7,000 
books were purchased, the minimum 
number of volumes acquired each year. 
The press library, which forms part of 
the main library, contains a large num- 
ber of Catalan and foreign publications 
from the turn of the century and is cur- 
rently fed by 188 subscriptions. 
The Centre de Lectura, originally estab- 
lished in premises that were not its own, 
acquired its definitive home in the build- 
ing at No. 16 of the Carrer Major, 
purchased in 19 1 6 by the local patrician 
Evarist Fabregas i Pamies, who offered 
it to the organisation after it had been 
reformed. 1 92 1 saw the inauguration of 
the new premises and of the bust and 
commemorative stone in acknowledge- 
ment of this famous philanthropist. 
The centre's long history contains signi- 
ficant episodes at transcendental socio- 
political moments for the country and 
projects that have traditionally called 
for the efforts of the directors and mem- 
bers. Amongst the first, although the 
society has always been "impartial, laic 
and tolerant of al1 democratic ideas", as 
laid down in its statutes, it is important 
to emphasise the role of defender and 
promoter of Catalan culture which the 
centre has always fulfilled, especially 
during the periods without democratic 
liberties. The moment in history when 
this became most evident was the 
period of ideological and cultural resist- 
ance under Franco's government, dur- 
ing which the institution brought to- 
gether the city's progressive and demo- 
cratic elements -especially during the 
second part of the dictatorship- beside 
young intellectuals stirred by the revol- 
utionary ideas of May 68. The period 
that followed gave the centre the chance 
to become a political platform for the 
country and the city with the talks on 
"Terceres Vies", at which the politi- 
cians, not yet organised in parties, put 
forward their respective ideological pro- 
grammes. 
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One of the interests that has concent- 
rated most efforts on the long road the 
centre has travelled is the preservation 
of the Teatre Bartrina, hatched from a 
project of 1900. Since 1905, the date of 
the theatre's inauguration, it has been 
impossible to separate the activities of 
the society from those of its theatre, 
which had to be recovered -in a de- 
plorable condition- in 1975, after al- 
most forty years of constant degrada- 
tion. These premises, in 1955, were 
witness to the first theatrical perform- 
ances in Catalan during the dictator- 
ship, promoted by Bonaventura Valles- 
pinosa under the name "Teatre de Cam- 
bra" (Chamber Theatre) and constitut- 
ing the embryo of various subsequent 
theatrical activities which brought inde- 
pendent and provocative groups and 
plays to Reus for the first time. 
The centre's other great interest during 
its long history has been and continues 
to be the existence of a magazine which, 
with different titles, has inventoried the 
institution's activities over the years. 
Born in 1859 with the name El Eco del 
Centro de Lectura, its most suggestive 
period was from 1967 on, with the 
publication of poems in Catalan by lo- 
cal authors -Xavier Amorós, A. Cor- 
reig, J.M. Arnavat, etc.-, and especially 
between 1971 and 1975, when young 
local intellectuals gave it a progressive 
and avant-garde dimension. 
In 1987 the centre approved the stat- 
utes that regulate the whole of its activ- 
ities, at a meeting to refound the organi- 
sation. Situations were legalized which 
had previously been accepted de facto, 
such as the acceptance of outsiders or 
the long-established existence of the ten 
sections in which cultural activities 
were structured: Communications 
Science, Educational Science, Music, 
Social Sciences, Politics & Economics, 
Excursionist Section -with 90 years be- 
hind it, the oldest in the country after 
the Centre Excursionista de Catalu- 
nya-, Exact, Physical & Natural Sci- 
ences, Technology, Art, Language & 
Literature, and Geography & History. 
The president, who is elected by the 
members, is the maximum authority 
and the head of the Consell Directiu 
(Board of Directors). The job of super- 
vision is carried out by the Plenari de 
Juntes and that of interpreting the stat- 
utes and protecting members' rights by 
the Comissió de Garanties. The correct 
functioning of this organisational struc- 
ture does not prevent the institution 
from establishing a perfectly human re- 
lationship with its members which Joan 
Ballester, the present president, sums 
up as follows: "I'm convinced there are 
people who use the centre who have 
never paid the membership fee. But be- 
cause their appearance and behaviour 
responds to the image of the typical 
member, no-one has ever asked them if 
they actually are members". In fact, the 
members of the Centre de Lectura have 
no personal identity card and this gives 
the institution an uncommon air of 
congeniality. 
In financia1 matters the centre is a com- 
pany that handles 100,000,000 (one 
hundred million) pesetas a year, of 
which twelve come from official sub- 
ventions and the rest from other 
sources. This situation is indicative of 
the great quantity of activities going on: 
the music school -with the "Coral de 
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Colors", the "Cor. Mestral" and the 
"Concertare" chamber quartet-, the art 
rooms, language rooms, dance rooms, 
the theatre workshop, the support to 
groups such as the theatrical group "La 
Vitxeta" and the "TEBAC", the "Came- 
rata XXI" Orchestra and also the 
mountain refuge "Musté-Recasens" on 
Mont-ral. Another of the centre's em- 
blematic jobs is the film club, which is 
now twenty-three years old and has 
shown 700 films according to criteria of 
maximum rigour. The organisation also 
shares responsibility with the City 
Council for the organisation of the 
"Reus Awards" to art and culture, 
which are a new approach to prizes in 
our country. 
Recently the centre has adapted its old 
architectural structure to society's new 
cultural needs. The recovery of various 
parts of the premises has been the con- 
necting thread behind the actions of re- 
cent boards of directors. The last few 
years have seen the start of the "Aules 
d'EstudiW -monographic courses aimed 
at postgraduates-, which have given 
rise to the "Casa de les Aules", a mod- 
ern arrangement serving this function. 
Other reconversions of decisive spaces 
have been the remodelling of the as- 
sembly hall, the restoration of the "Sala 
Fortuny" exhibition hall, adapted to the 
latest tendencies in art, the construction 
of the modern Vida1 Llecha reading 
room and the compact shelving room, 
which considerable increases the space 
available for the library. The ten-year 
forecast has been exceeded and it is cal- 
culated that in March 1993 it will be 
necessary to insta11 further compacts 
shelving, which will displace the cen- 
tre's present café and double the capa- 
city of the library. These facilities will 
be given over to a microfilm camera 
and reader, and a videophonoteque, 
which are about to be purchased, and to 
the computerization of the library. 
The "Edicions del Centre de Lectura", 
directed by Pere Anguera, Professor of 
History at the University of Tarragona, 
have brought out severa1 research vol- 
umes that have soon become part of the 
library ambit. 
The wish to serve that lies behind the 
work of the Centre de Lectura was re- 
cognized by the Generalitat de Catalu- 
nya with the Creu de Sant Jordi on the 
first occasion that this award was made. 
The centre, encouraged by the work car- 
ried out so far and stimulated by the 
needs and suggestions of its members, 
established the "Fundació Centre de 
Lectura de Reus" in January of this 
year, with the mission of canalizing citi- 
zens' donations to the centre so that 
they are invested in the promotion of 
cultural values and ensure the survival 
of the society. 
Today, with a new Revista del Centre de 
Lectura, with a monthly programme of 
activities of unquestionable interest, in- 
volving visits to the city by Catalan and 
foreign intellectuals and public figures 
of maximum relevance, and with the 
constant organisation of contests, exhi- 
bitions, classes, summer courses, meet- 
i n g ~  of specialists, etc., the Centre de 
Lectura continues to act as the school of 
cultural agitation it has always been, 
with special attention to the young peo- 
ple who play an active part and who, 
with their dreams and projects, are a 
guarantee of its continuity. 
